
Centenary Celebrations
Wow what an amazing centenary, after months 
of hard work, and a lot of sleepless nights, the 
Centenary must be classed as an extremely 
successful weekend. We have had a lot of positive 
feedback from those who attended.

One outcome of this weekend is the re-
establishment of the ‘Crossed Oars Social Club’ 
which was originally set up in the 60’s, and caters 
for those who wish to be involved in the Club as 
a supporter. There will be an annual membership 
fee of $20, which will be deposited into a ‘Crossed 
Oars Social Club’ and used at the discretion of 
those members. To have these members back in 
the Club scene is both very positive and exciting 
for the Club.

Special !anks
To everyone who contributed to making this 

weekend, the success that it was, especially to the 
families who contributed food for the

Friday ‘Meet ‘n Greet function.

Club President Tom Reid (right) being presented with a
congratulatory certificate from Whakatane mayor, Tony Bonne.
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Congratulations

Club Treasurer Narelle Gordon married 
David Feek in the Whakatane Rose 
Gardens.
Congratulations to you both.

Club Coach Chick Hammond 
was presented with a Rowing NZ 
Service Award at the Rowing NZ 
AGM held in Hamilton.
Chick has been involved with the 
Club for 50 years as both a rower 
and coach.
Congratulations Chick a well 
deserved award.



Snow and Lena’s Girls 
It was a whirl wind of a lead up to the NZSS 
Nationals for Snow and Lena’s rowing girls. The 
introduction of morning trainings kept them 
working hard and on target to achieve their dreams 
at Maadi. Their dedication and determination 
produced the following results.........

GU16 1X – Margaretta Boonen - C Final: placed 
5th (9:00.81)
GU17 1X – Antonia Kaplan - D Final: placed 6th 
(8:46.60)
GU15 4X+ - Jordyn King, Elise Howe, Ayla Naidoo, 
Mikaela Ross (Kendal Ormiston) - D Final:placed 
8th (8:33.56)
GU15 2X – Jordyn King, Elise Howe - E Final: 
placed 1st (8:14.08)

Although the girls didn’t come home with the 
medals they had been dreaming of, when you 
take into consideration the majority of the girls are 
first year rowers and where competing against 
more experiences rowers they definitely punched 
well above their weight. Most importantly they 
have now added a wealth of experience to their 
rowing by competing at Maadi and have ended 
the season inspired and knowing what it takes to 
step it up next season. Not only were we impressed 
by their results but more so the camaraderie of 
the group. Working together as a team, treating 
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everyone in a loving respectful way and learning 
to become organised in life has shone through 
with this group. They truly are paving a great 
pathway for Whakatane girls’ rowing.

Because of their fun and love for the sport the girls 
have attracted 20 new rowers who are learning 
to row once a week every Sunday for 10 weeks. 
It is absolutely fantastic to see so many new keen 
rowers trying the sport out. The future of rowing 
is looking strong in Whakatane.



Boys Squad
Maadi Cup this year finished off a 
fantastic season – Three golds in 
Under 15, Under 16 and Under 
17 double sculls, and two bronze 
in the Under 16 quad and Under 
18 doubles.  It was the best season 
ever with Whakatane High School 
finishing second overall on the 
table for sculling.  The second best 
sculling school in the country is an amazing result – a 
placing we wouldn’t have dreamed about.  We also had 
two rowers selected to compete in the Under 18 North 
versus South regatta recently held at Karapiro.  Well done 
Ari and Rory, it’s a sign of big things to come for you.

The squad finished up with one medal more than we won 
at North Island Secondary School Champs.  This was a 
massive contrast to last year where we cleaned up at the 
norths, then got our backsides soundly kicked down at 
Twizel.  A solid training programme with extra strength and 
power built in solved that.  Plus the parents force feeding 
spinach and beetroot at every opportunity led at least one 
rower to declare “I’m sick of #!$%^&*” salads!”  It paid off 
though.

We really owned the double sculls events this year with a 
couple of regattas where we won all four main age groups:  
Yes, we even beat Tauranga in a bit of a shock win.  A bit 
of a shock for them that is judging from the guy that was 
standing behind me as Ari and Rory powered their way 
into first place - “Oh come on you cannot be SERIOUS”.  

The success continued at Maadi.  Lenny and Matt burst out 
of the start in the under 15 doubles and kept on building 
during the race to win by a clear margin.  The same thing 
again for Lenny and David in the under 16.  Ahead at the 
start, ahead at halfway, first over the line.  No one even 
close.

Ari and Rory opted for a different race plan – one that 
gave the old arteries a bit of a work out.  Lead for a while, 
drop back and let our biggest competition row past until 
the last hundred and fifty metres, then row really hard to 
pass them and win with clear water.  Didn’t do anyone’s 
blood pressure any good, but was the most exciting and 
spectacular race I’ve ever seen.  

The under 16 quad were a bit disappointed with their 
bronze at NI champs.  Hardly surprising since they’d been 
undefeated all year.  But they got up on the podium with 
all the grace and dignity that could be mustered under the 
circumstances which was good to see.  Three weeks later 
it was a completely different story.  Third best under 16 

quad in the country is so much better than third best in the 
North Island.  Massive smiles all round and the medals were 
awarded by Hamish Bond.  How cool is that?  

The Under 15 crew had a bit of a hard time at the NI 
champs, just missing out on a bronze in both the quad 
and number two double.  But it was still an amazing result 
considering the crew didn’t really get going until late in the 
season.  We’ll get them next year guys.

We’ve overcome a few injuries.  A broken collarbone (I 
was just riding my bike, I wasn’t doing anything stupid!) 
a broken toe (I can’t help with the coach boat guys, my 
toe, my toe!), and the skin shaved off a knuckle (note for 
future, never do a racing start in shallow water).  But David 
probably won the gross-everyone-out prize by cutting his 
thumb in half.  Yuk.  

The parents were incredible as always.  Feeding and 
cleaning up after coaches and rowers and whatever strays 
turn up (attracted by the glitter of our super camp kitchen 
and the aroma of spitted pig).  And the baking!  Seriously, 
you just can’t beat the home baking that comes out every 
regatta.  

Just to finish off, I need to say that the attitude of these 
kids constantly amazes me.  Last year everyone was really 
down about the results at Maadi.  I think it was a miracle 
that any of the boys came back at all.  But they did, and 
they got over the results from Twizel and got on with the 
job.  I asked them what they wanted to achieve this season 
and they don’t go in for all that buzz word stuff like “I want 
to try hard,” or “I want to do the best I can do.”  What they 
said was “I want to win.”  

Last words are from Rory.  I asked him if winning was the 
most important thing and this was his answer.

“It depends what you want from your rowing.  If you’re 
doing it for fun, then I guess the most important thing is to 
have fun.  But when you put as many hours in as we do, 
then you need to get something out of it.  Winning is what 
makes it fun for us.”
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Kate Murphy
I have really enjoyed the 
last two seasons. Chick 
has been so good to me. 
He has dedicated his time 
and effort to helping 
me to be my best. Kate 
Andrew was great to train 
with. She was supportive 
and helpful. She is a great 
friend and I will miss her a 
lot this season.  

Although I felt disappointed after finishing 7th 
in the U16 single A final at Maadi, I realise now 
rowing isn’t always about winning. I went to 
Maadi to win, and I will always have that goal, 
but I am very grateful to have been a part of 
something so big and exciting. The spit roasts, 

Masters
We have an awesome bunch of masters rowing 
at the moment, having a lot of fun in quads 
and the octuple. They have continued training 
through the winter, although week sessions are 
a bit limited time wise until the daylight hours 
lengthens.

Most Sundays our training sessions are followed 
by coffee and some yummy home baking - guess 
thats why Steve rows us a lot longer!!

We are stoked to have the services of our 2 
fabulous coxswains - Keeley and Sue, we really 
appreciate your efforts - thank you both so much 
for giving up your time for us.

Great to see some of our retired club members 
returning and joining in the Sunday sessions.
Always happy to take on new members.

Photo - Coxswain in training!!!

“Gosh its hardwork getting these masters sorted!!”

the rowers, parents and coaches and cheering as 
loud as I could for the other club members, was 
what made my Maadi experience so enjoyable. 
What I take away from this Maadi is not a feeling 
of discouragement or anger, but an eagerness 
for an even better Maadi in 2014.  



FOR SALE

Wintech Single Scull

(2008)

Interna onal  Model

• MW 75-85 kgs

• Yellow with orange stripe

• Aluminium wing rigger with 
camlock quick release

Includes:

• Boat cover

• Wintech sculls

• Boat slings

Price:  $6,500.00

Ph: 027 711 3413

(leave a message)

Notices

Nutritionist Guest Speaker

Tysh is liaising with the Rowing NZ 
Nutritionist to provide a seminar 

for all Club members on nutritional 
requirements specific to rowing.

Details to be announced once 
confirmation of a date is confirmed.

Club Website

The Club is in the process of building a 
website which will help keep both past 
and present rowers and supporters up 
to date with Club events and activities.

We invite you to log on at -

www.wrclub.co.nz

or

www.whakatanerowingclub.co.nz

Thanks

To Snow & Ollie and ESP Technologies
for providing the labour for the 
installation of the new toilets.

2013 AGM

The Club AGM will be held on
Thursday 29th August @ 7.30pm

More information will be sent
out closer to the date

Congratulations to Tysh 
Who has had one of her Welsh 

crews selected for the Welsh mens 
lightweight pair to compete at the 

World Champs.


